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FROM THE EDITOR 

While the 2016-17 Premier Season has come to an end, the Australian Test 
Team having rather meekly surrendered to the Indians and the Sheffield Shield 
having been fought out in Alice Springs, witnessed by a couple of umpires and 
other officials with a third successive win to the Bushrangers, there is clearly 
nothing left in cricket for this season but the Biennial Crockett Shield.  It seemed 
fitting to mark this event with a special Easter edition of Law 43, which I trust 
Victorians and South Australians will enjoy reading.  I am grateful to VCAUSA 
President and Umpiring Manager for their normal columns in which both have 

expressed their wishes for a well-fought match in Adelaide on Easter Saturday.  As usual, may the 
better team win! 

Long-standing VCAUSA life member, Peter Hooper, has penned his reflections on his umpiring 
career which included several Easter events and it is fitting that this is the 50th Anniversary of one 
memorable match in Victoria in which he participated and in which South Australian, Max O’Connell, 
scored the first ever century in the history of the Crockett Shield.  For the regular column “Planning 
for the 2017 Crockett Shield” which we have run in all recent issues, I am pleased that SACUSA 
historian, Kristen Thomas, has addressed the question “Why was the Crockett Shield Inevitable?”  
This article will no doubt create some discussions during the Easter weekend.   Coupled with this is 
a report on the recent VCAUSA vs Mount Waverley Veterans cricket match. 

I commend to you the article entitled “One of Those Rarely Invoked Laws” which resulted from a 
“Handled the Ball” dismissal in a 3rd Grade Preliminary Final.  Could such a mode of dismissal ever 
occur in a cricket match again?  We await the forthcoming, new MCC Law Book!  Another article 
from recent umpiring experiences is that concerning the National U19 Championship for which I 
thank Daryl Brigham who was one of four Victorian umpires involved in the carnival held in Adelaide 
in December. 

Another “Macca’s Book Review” makes interesting reading, this time it concerns Michael Clarke’s 
recently released autobiography. 

Some other items of interest which I have taken from the most recent issue of Playing the Game, 
concern the ‘Dukes’ ball, used for the post-Christmas Sheffield Shield matches, the CA ‘Umpire of 
the Year’ Award and a rather intriguing Run Out decision in the West Indies during an International 
T20.   

A number of recent significant milestones for both Premier Umpires and Scorers have been 
summarised along with the note, Umpires Finish the Season on a “High” in which we say farewell 
to long-standing umpire, Damian Herft. 

Finally, I should like to draw your attention to the back-page advertisement for our Annual Dinner 
and Presentation Night.  Indeed, any South Australian colleague who might just happen to be in 
Melbourne on Friday, 19th May, would be most welcome to attend. 

  Trevor Finlayson 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

With another season over, the Committee of Management of the VCAUSA 
congratulates all umpires, scorers, players and officials who participated in the 
excitement of a finals series.  While many did not taste the ultimate success of a 
premiership it is important to consider the meaning of “success”.  The Macquarie 
Dictionary defines success as “the favourable or prosperous termination of 
attempts or endeavours.”  We have all gained greater knowledge and confidence 
by pursuing our endeavours and the performance of our roles has improved by 
increasing our experience and knowledge by adding to the number of games we 
have umpired or scored.  We have all succeeded. 

We travel to Adelaide to defend the Crockett Shield on Easter Saturday with a 
strong team and many supporters who will help us to battle in the Butler Trophy challenge on Easter 
Sunday as well.  It is terrific to see many partners and children touring with the team and that is a 
sign that the traditions of the Crockett Shield are in good hands.  We look forward to the contest with 
our South Australian friends and trust that our training outdoors and indoors at Xavier College in 
Kew will make us ready.  The team thanks the staff at Xavier College for their hospitality, support 
and tremendous facilities.  We also thank the Mount Waverley Vets Cricket Club for hosting us in 
March.  This was the second year we have played them and the match practice we gained was 
invaluable.    

Whilst contemplating the meaning of “success”, I came across a quote from Douglas Bader, the 
WWII fighter ace who lost both legs in a pre-war flying accident.  Bader was asked by a female 
admirer, “… in all the wonderful things you do without legs, what do you find the most difficult?”  
Bader replied, “Drying my bottom after a bath when I have to sit on a stool at the same time” (see 
Reach for the Sky by Paul Brickhill (1954) p.347).  It is a bit like winning a Test series in India really.     

 Alan McCarthy 

----------------------------------------------------- 

“LEARNED COMMENTS” ON NOTABLE AUSTRALIAN BOWLERS 
(From Ian Brayshaw)  When Australian fast bowler Dennis Lillee was at his peak in the early and 
middle 1970s, his sheer speed was enough to put a falter in the step of the best batsmen in the 
world.  As the years passed he naturally slowed down a little but he retained the ability to throw in 
the occasional scorcher, just to let them know it was still there.  Umpire Robin Bailhache tells the 
story of Lillee toiling away with little help from a pretty flat wicket in the First Test against the West 
Indies at the Brisbane Cricket Ground in 1979/80. 

It was hot, frustrating toil for a bowler of Lillee’s type and after a while the champion became a little 
worn and exasperated.  At the end of one over a dejected Lillee stood halfway down the pitch and 
Bailhache moved to save him the walk back to get his hat.  As he handed it over, a rather haggard-
looking Lillee said: “Jeez, it’s hard being a fast bowler and I ought to know … I used to be one!” 

(From Brian Johnston)  Arthur Mailey, the great Australian leg-spinner, was bowling for New South 
Wales in a famous match in which Victoria scored 1,107 against them.  Mailey’s figures were 4 for 
362.  Afterwards he said, “I should have had an even better analysis if a bloke in a brown trilby hat 
sitting in the sixth row of the pavilion roof hadn’t dropped two sitters!” 

(from The Wit of Cricket, Barry Johnston (Hodder & Stoughton, U.K., 2010) pp 210 & 212) 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

Once again we reach Easter when we will be taking on the South Australians in 
the Crockett Shield.  This is the 40th time that a match has been played between 
teams representing cricket officials from our two States although the 36th 
Crockett Shield, there having been four matches before WWII which at the time 
were not called by this name.  (Refer to article on p. 9.  Ed.)  The current score is 
Victoria 20, South Australia 18, with one draw.   

With the Bushranger’s recent Sheffield Shield success, I thought it would be 
interesting to trot out some Victoria vs South Australia Sheffield Shield results.  
Per Wikipedia (the font of all knowledge) Victoria has won the Sheffield Shield 

on 31 occasions and South Australia 13.  Even Western Australia has won 15 titles and they joined 
the competition in 1947-1948. 

In the 31 Shields Victoria has won they have beaten South Australia 10 times. That is 32% of Shield 
wins.  South Australia has beaten Victoria once, 7.6% of wins.  That win came in the 1938/1939 
season. 

Victoria has finished last on 18 occasions and South Australia 41.  However, to be fair, SA came 
last in 18 of those seasons where there were only three teams in the competition, 1892 to 1926. 

The highest score in Sheffield Shield cricket is 1,107.  This massive score was achieved by the 
Victorian side against NSW in 1926-1927.  The lowest score of 27 was “achieved” by South Australia 
in the 1955-1956 season against New South Wales. 

To balance out this column I should bring up some positive aspects for the South Australians.  
Darren Lehmann is the highest run scorer in Shield history – 13,636 runs in 266 innings.  Although 
we cannot forget that he did represent Victoria in 31 matches.  South Australian players have won 
eight Sheffield Shield “Player of the Year” awards to Victoria’s seven. 

Good luck to the Vic’s as they travel across the border at Easter to “Throw a Crow”. 

Laws of Cricket 

As I write this column I am waiting expectantly for the re-write of the Laws of Cricket.  There are 
some very major changes and some small “administrative” changes to the Laws. 

The following is an excerpt from abc.net.au:  “Big bats are set to be consigned to the scrapheap and 
umpires will be given the power to send off players from October as part of cricket's new Code of 
Laws, according to the Marylebone Cricket Club.” 

The rule change, decided after consultations with players, manufacturers and global governing 
bodies, is in response to growing concerns about the imbalance between bat and ball.  Bat sizes 
have grown pronouncedly in recent years, with thicker edges regularly sending miss-hit shots to the 
boundaries, much to the chagrin of bowlers. 

“The bat size issue has been heavily scrutinised and discussed in recent years,” the MCC's, John 
Stephenson said. 

In other changes, umpires will be given more powers to punish poor player behaviour, starting with 
official warnings through to temporary or permanent dismissal from the field.  Offences including 
throwing the ball at a player or making deliberate physical contact with an opponent, would result in 
the “immediate awarding of five penalty runs to the opposing team,” the MCC said.  More serious 
offences, including “intimidating” an umpire or threatening to assault another player, team official or 
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spectator, would mean five penalty runs and the offender's removal from the field “for a set number 
of overs.” 

“Any act of violence would mean removal for the remainder of the match,” the MCC added. 

In a relief to batsmen everywhere, the first new Code of Laws since 2000, will protect them from 
“bouncing bat” run-outs in a rule change.  Players can no longer be run out if their bat loses contact 
with the pitch after being grounded behind the popping crease.  (Also refer to p. 22 article, “Batsman Run 

Out Despite Being Inside Crease Line” from Playing the Game, 31st March, 2017.  Ed.) 

There has also been a change to the “Mankad” rule, with the controversial dismissal set to become 
easier to execute after the MCC’s alteration.  Under the proposed change, if the non-striker is out of 
his crease “from the moment the ball comes into play to the instant when then bowler would normally 
have been expected to release the ball,” the bowler will be within his rights to run the non-striker 
out. 

Another change announced by the MCC is the reduction in the number of ways a batter can be 
given out, with the official modes of dismissals “reduced from 10 to 9”.  “Handled the ball”, when a 
batter “willfully strikes the ball with a hand not holding the bat,” no longer stands alone as an official 
way of going out.  The act of handling the ball is still not permitted but it will be given out obstructing 
the field.  (Also refer to p. 15 article, “One of Those Rarely Invoked Laws.”  Ed.) 

Once we have received the new Laws, read them and understood any new interpretations, then 
they will be forwarded out to all and sundry. 

CV Panel 

SINs this year will be heavily skewed towards the new laws and their interpretations. 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank you all for what was an extremely busy summer.  We 
achieved 100% coverage of matches with two umpires across both Men’s and Women’s fixtures.  
On top of the Premier appointments, we assisted both Cricket Southern Bayside and the AGS 
competitions through the year.  This took the total number of appointments through the season to 
over 1,700. 

Special mention should be made to two umpire milestones this year.  Both Darrell Holt and Bill 
Sheahan officiated in their 600th match during the season.  To achieve this milestone is nothing short 
of a fantastic effort.  They both not only umpire with CV but also with many other competitions during 
the year.  On top of umpiring, they also act as Umpire Advisors for local associations.  I certainly 
take this opportunity to thank them for their continued support over this year and for the last 30 
years. 

Other milestones for the latter part of this season are included in this issue of Law 43.  
Congratulations to all the umpires listed. 

Please enjoy the part of the season that we do not play and I look forward to catching up with you 
all next season. 

Richard Patterson 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

PECULIAR AND CONFUSING CRICKETING TERMS 

Chinaman (UK): ball bowled by a left-arm wrist-spin bowler that breaks from off to leg when bowled 
to a right-handed batsman: the stock ball of a left-arm wrist-spinner. 

Chinaman (Australia): ball bowled by a left-arm wrist-spinner that breaks from leg to off when 
bowled to a right-handed batsman: the left-arm wrist-spinner’s googly.  

(from No Balls and Googlies, Geoff Tibballs (Callistemon Books, Australia, 2006) p 182)   
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REFLECTIONS FROM A LONG-STANDING LIFE MEMBER 

My Transition from Player to Umpiring 

I was always interested in all sport from a very young age, starting with Church teams and local 
football and cricket.  However, after a few years, and many injuries, I decided cricket was to be my 
personal choice.  After playing in all grades for Fitzroy Cricket Club, I retired in 1960 at age 29 years 
by which time I had married with two small boys and ventured into self-employment and therefore 
unable to give the time required for practice, etc., as a player. 

I was asked by several what I intended to do and would I consider either Coaching or Umpiring?  Of 
the two I chose Umpiring as I was always interested in achieving the highest standard and passing 
on any knowledge I had gained over my years as a player.  It only took two days after Ron Thompson 
called into my Auction Rooms for a quiet chat, then a meeting with Leon Taylor at Ross Gregory 
Oval, that I found myself umpiring the St. Kilda vs. Richmond 2nds that Saturday. 

This opened up many doors not only for myself but as a Family and I have never regretted taking 
this step.  55 years later, I am still a Member of the VCA Umpires’ and Scorers’ Association and was 
very humbled and honoured in 2005 to receive Life Membership. 

Apart from the cricket aspect, this camaraderie is something we treasured and friendships formed 
have lasted over many years. 

The Easter exchanges with Adelaide were just absolutely wonderful and so inclusive of families.  
Our first event was Easter 1963 held at Prince of Wales, St. Kilda, where I met a new friend, John 
Ward, now deceased.  We had a Cricket Match at Scotch College; the Presentation Night was a 
“hillbilly” turn in a hall in Brighton.  Lots of fun!  On the Sunday we went on a bus trip to Healesville.  
On the Monday we had breakfast and proceeded to Spencer Street Station for final farewells and 
assisted the train by giving it an extra push for its trip back to Adelaide. 

In 1965, we went to Adelaide where we reunited with friends from our first venture and made some 
new ones.  On the Friday we had lunch at the Oval and the Guest Speaker was none other than Sir 
Donald Bradman.  What a privilege!  We played cricket at Tube Mills – rained all day but played in 
the mud (all added to the fun)!  A Dinner Dance that night at Napoleon Hotel.  On the Sunday we 

went on a trip to Orlando 
Winery – wine tasting 
with a Chicken Lunch, 
followed by Sweets and 
Fruit.  What a wonderful 
weekend – something as 
a young family we would 
not have experienced 
other than through an 
organisation such as 
ours. 

This Easter holds many 
memories as it is the 50th 
Anniversary of the 1967 
game we played which I 
would like to think is “one 
to remember.”  
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(See score card on 
previous page and at 
left.)  We played at the 
Sir Henry Onley Oval, 
Albert Park.  It was 
particularly wet and 
windy but a weekend full 
of entertainment.  The 
field had no protection 
but the horses seemed 
to enjoy that particular 
patch of grass and left 
two big “hoofs” in the 
centre of the pitch.  But, 
in true spirit, the game 
must go on.  So after 
running repairs, we 
continued. 

Unfortunately, Adelaide 
won the day with Max 
O’Connell making 117 

runs which gave us good reason to celebrate with a drink together, and continued the weekend.  To 
the best of my knowledge, there are only three players left, Max O’Connell, Kevin Allday and myself.  
God bless the rest. 

These weekends have continued over all the years and now as a widower, I am still endeavouring 
to keep up these friendships made, and several friends have been a great help to me over the past 
two years.  I will be returning to Adelaide this year and looking forward to the reunion with old friends 
and hopefully making new. 

The social side was very good but the main aim was of course Cricket and its future.  I feel as an 
Umpire I learnt more about People and Rules of Cricket from the monthly meetings with other Senior 
Umpires who inspired me and taught us the “do’s” and “don’ts” – we had some very learned tutors 
– meeting face-to-face and being able to ask questions: query reason why; exchange ideas; can be 
a much larger learning curve than reading from a written article.  It is therefore understandable that 
I feel very sad these monthly meetings have been discontinued. 

It has been an honour and pleasure to be part of this wonderful organisation and I hope I can 
continue for many more years. 

Peter Hooper   

------------------------------------------------------- 

BARD FROM THE PAVILION? 

Even though the qame was barely mentioned in his lifetime, some writers have endeavoured to 
identify references to crickiet in Shakespeare’s works, most notably: 

‘What work’s, my countrymen, in hand? Where go you with bats and clubs?’ 

Coriolanus, Act I, Scene I 

‘Yet would I knew that stroke would prove the worst!’ 

Orthello, Act IV, Scene I 

Scorecard from the 1967 Crockett Shield Match 
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PLANNING FOR THE 2017 CROCKETT SHIELD – THE MISSION 

CONTINUES 
Why was the Crockett Shield Inevitable? 

In a world where cricket is expanding 
its reach and relevance each and 
every year, at a pace perhaps not 
seen since World Series Cricket burst 
on to the scene, arguably the time 
has come to examine how that 
expansion affects the role of cricket 
officials within that landscape.  A tiny 
microcosm of the officials’ 
environment – the ‘Crockett Shield’ – 
has been played consistently 
throughout much of the twentieth 
century, and through all of the twenty-
first century so far, which may warrant 
a closer look at its existence in 
relation to the game as a whole.  Was 
the birth of this now quite unique 
contest inevitable, and why has it 
survived when many other Easter cricket contests in Australia have died a natural death?   

Given that the Victoria versus South Australia cricket officials’ cricket match began in 1931, but 
wasn’t officially named as the ‘Crockett Shield’ until 1947, a question exists as to why that step was 
taken.  Why do members and supporters of the VCAUSA and SACUSA nurture and support this 
biennial match that is the stage on which a whole four days of festivities are partaken of at Easter?  
We can but speculate on this query, but with additional strong historical data, reports and anecdotes 
increasingly coming to light in the last few years, it is now possible to ponder this question in a more 
informed way than ever before.  The depth of the answers that surface may surprise some people. 

There is little doubt that the concept of an interstate cricket match played between cricket officials 
(and originally limited to umpires) was the brainchild of the Victorian Cricket Association Umpires’ 
Association (VCAUA), way back in 1924 [1].  Several umpires of the New South Wales Cricket 
Umpires’ Association (NSWCUA) accepted an invitation from the VCAUA to visit Melbourne, during 
Easter of that year, to play a cricket match on Easter Monday.  Prior to that they arrived at Bourke 
Street on Good Friday to be accommodated at the Bull and Mouth Hotel, a pub which had thrived 
during the gold rush but which was demolished in the 1930s to make way for the Woolworths Central 
Melbourne premises.  A meeting between the two cricket officiating bodies was planned for Easter 
Saturday, so that attendees could swap notes about umpiring and discuss cricket.  Easter Sunday 
was designated as a ‘motor drive’ day, where the Victorians hosted the New South Welshmen to a 
drive, and presumably some dining.  The Easter Monday match was reported to have occurred on 
the Old Scotch College ground, and the VCAUA presented a gold medal to the player whom they 
judged as the best NSW fielder.  Before the match had even been played, plans were afoot for a 
Victorian visit to Sydney the following Easter to participate in a similar event. 

However, subsequent to the visit to New South Wales, an incident occurred which was to change 
the direction of the newly instigated goodwill event.  For many years, the standard selection process 

One of many Crockett Shield, combined teams photographs, 
including players, umpires, scorers and drink waiters.  This one is 
from 2009 at Scotch College in Adelaide, a match which South 
Australia won quite comfortably. 
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for first-class umpire appointments had required that both captains elect the officials from a shortlist 
provided to them, possibly by the Board of Control or the Cricket Association from the State in which 
the match was to be played.  But some circles in cricket began calling for changes to that process 
during the early 1920s.  In 1922, following unprecedented appointments of Victorian umpires (Bob 
Crockett and Dave Elder) to Tests played outside of Victoria during 1921 – appointments made by 
Test captains - Australian, Warwick Armstrong and Englishman, Johnny Douglas - the Victorian 
Cricket Association proposed that umpires be appointed by the relevant Cricket Association 
operating in the State where the fixture was scheduled, after it claimed that the New South Wales 
umpires appointed in the recent Sheffield Shield match in Sydney had been of inferior quality [2].  
Perhaps it was hoped that if the local association was charged with the power of umpire selection, 
the choices made would be guaranteed to include informed decision-making, as the local body 
should possess a thorough knowledge of which officials were most capable.  At the same time, the 
NSWCUA was continuing its tradition of playing cricket matches against umpires from regional 
umpire associations in its State.  Without access to the minutes of the VCAUA meetings of 1923/24 
there is no conclusive knowledge of why the organisation chose to approach its New South Wales 
colleagues to join in a match of goodwill, but it’s possible that its committee members may have 
been trying to create an environment of solidarity in order to pressure the Board of Control for 
selection process amendments.  In fact, following the 1924 interstate umpires’ cricket match in 
Melbourne at Easter, it was reported in November of that year that the NSW Cricket Association 
applied to the MCC to have the selection process changed so that it could be made responsible for 
appointing the umpires to Test matches [3].  Perhaps the successful sojourn to Melbourne had 
resulted in a softening of the strained and resentful relationship that had eventuated towards the 
Victorian umpires after some 1921 Victorian appointments to Tests outside of Victoria, resulting in 
an influence of the NSWCA by the New South Wales umpires to campaign for a change.  Certainly, 
David Jenkins and Ronald Cardwell, authors of No Dazzling Deeds with Bat or Ball - A Centenary 
History of the New South Wales Cricket Umpires and Scorers Association 1913-2013, speculate 
that a thawing of relations between colleagues of the two States was attempted [4].  But the 
relationship soured in early 1925 when Crockett and Elder were again appointed to stand in Tests 
outside of their home state.  In March of that year, NSWCUA withdrew its invitation for the Victorian 
umpires to visit Sydney, reportedly even after some of the train berths had been booked [5]. 

Amongst all this unrest, South Australian umpires had also been voicing their disdain for the process 
of officials’ selections at first-class level.  A couple of months before the invitation withdrawal, in 
January, 1925, SACUA’s, Sydney W. Smith was reported to have offered his resignation in protest 
of the Victorian appointments made in the Adelaide Test fixture, also reflecting that if all the Umpires’ 
Associations around the nation had been affiliated, he didn’t think that the offensive appointments 
would have been made [6].  It is assumed that the inference Mr. Smith was making was that by 
standing as one body, in a unionistic fashion, he felt that the preceding appointments system would 
have prevailed.  That, however, may have prevented cricket officiating from evolving, and the Board 
of Control arguably were not interested in the cricketing landscape stagnating. 

As members of the three founding teams of the Sheffield Shield, cricket officials of New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia all harboured their own reasons for wanting their colleagues to 
join forces as one advocacy body.  Although the New South Welshman weren’t able to overcome 
the offence they felt at being overlooked for first-class appointments in their own state, they had – 
at least initially – attempted to let water flow under the bridge for the good of cricket.  It is no tragedy 
that the interstate umpires’ cricket match did not grow and thrive with New South Wales tending, for 
history has dictated that the match should survive between Victoria and South Australia.  New South 
Wales’ role was to be part of the beginning of the quest to unite cricket officials throughout the nation 
– a dream that has been realised under the care and tutelage of Cricket Australia (formerly the 
Australian Cricket Board, which was formerly the Board of Control).  The VCAUA – now known as 



 

Volume 23 Number 7 2016-2017 Page 11 
 

the VCAUSA, since the warranted inclusion of scorers – is 
to be congratulated on its foresight in having attempted to 
start such a generous and inclusive venture, not once, but 
twice, so that cricket officiating can stand tall and promote 
itself as a legitimate and worthwhile role in the sustenance 
of a game that is loved across Australia.  

Why, exactly, did Bob Crockett’s son offer a stunningly large 
shield carrying his father’s name to the organisers of the 
Victoria versus South Australia cricket umpires’ match in 
1947, after the match had been running between the two 
states since 1931?  We may never know the answer to this, 
but can ponder whether it was a bit of cheekiness on the 
part of the VCAUA to approach Mr. Crockett Jnr. to fund the 
trophy as a way of remembering his father who was known 
throughout the country as the best umpire Australia could 
offer during his lifetime.  If that was the case, was there a 
subtle message that the VCAUA wished to send to its fellow 
eastern states friend, condoning the appointment of Bob 
Crockett in Sydney, twenty-two years earlier?  This question 
is probably unanswerable, but if it isn’t the case, then the 
reason for the naming of the Crockett Shield may simply 
have been to honour a man who was the best in his field so 

that he wasn’t forgotten and so that his memory could inspire others to aspire to his heights for the 
good of the game.   

Sadly, Bob Crockett has largely been forgotten in Australia, and with his anonymity has been lost 
the chance to see him as a beacon for others who wonder whether to take the plunge to officiate.  
But it’s not too late – Bob Crockett’s legacy can be regained, and the potential inspiration he can 
provide can reinforce the growth of cricket in the twenty-first century and beyond.  For if the game 
continues to grow at its recent rapid pace, it will need the support of the best cricket officials it can 
find.  The birth and continuation of the Crockett Shield was inevitable, for cricket has dictated its 
own desire for strong growth that necessarily needs plenty of support relative in size to the increase 
in enthusiastic players.  Without officials, there is no game.  Just ask Mr. Crockett. 

[1] “Umpires to Play”, Sporting Globe, 2 April, 1924, p. 14, available at 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/185063044. 

[2] “Umpires Condemned”, The Bathurst Times, 15 February, 1922, p. 4, available at 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/117584464 

[3] “Test Match Umpires – Cricket Association’s Action”, National Advocate, 29 November, 1924, p. 2, available at 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/159179396 

[4] “Difficult Times:1913-1929”, No Dazzling Deeds with Bat or Ball – A Centenary History of the New South Wales 
Cricket Um[ires’ and Scorers’ Association 1913-2013, (2013), p. 58 

[5] “Victorian View of the Umpiring Matter”, Referee, 25 March, 1925, p. 1, available at 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/127570195 

[6] “Mr. S.W. Smith Resigns – Association’s Disapproval”, News, 10 January, 1925, p. 8, available at 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/129827409 

Kristen Thomas 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

Mr. Bob Crockett and his son, J.M. 
Crockett (from The Australasian 
(Melbourne, Vic., 1864-1946) 15 April, 
1922) 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/185063044
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/117584464
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/159179396
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/127570195
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/129827409
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Mount Waverley Veterans vs VCAUSA  

Another perfect sunny Sunday on 
Sunday, 5th March, 2017 and Chairman of 
Selectors for the Crockett Shield team for 
2017, Tony Ventura, won the toss and 
batted against the Mount Waverley CC 
Veterans.  The pitch as usual was dry and 
cracking but did have some grassy 
patches just short of a length at the 
northern end.  Chris Doyle (Melbourne’s 
1st XI scorer) and Mattis van Eck backed 
up after their impressive debuts against 
the Australian Cricket Society in 
November and we also welcomed back 
Jason Leonard-Scott, Steve Brne, Greg 
Azzopardi, Mick Nolan, Dan Bomford and 
Daryl Brigham.  Alan Britton (Monash 
Tigers 2nd XI scorer) tended the score 
book and Tony Ventura and Alan McCarthy (Crockett Shield Selector and Captain) umpired.  Rob 
Sturgeon played for the MWCC Vets CC and John Richards (Crockett Shield Selector and Vice-
Captain) returned to our ranks. 

Jason Leonard-Scott and Greg Azzopardi opened 
the batting and found the pitch difficult to read with 
some balls seaming from a length and others 
keeping low.  Greg was the first to fall to a ball 
keeping low and Jamie Wyatt fell soon after 
mistiming and being caught.  Paul Welbourn also 
fell to a ball keeping low and the Vics were now 
3/17 and in trouble.  Things got worse when Mick 
Nolan was bowled and at 4/19 after 10 overs a 
rescue mission was required.  The “Great Scott” 
and Daryl Brigham resurrected the innings with 
some intelligent batting and a bit of luck.  They put 
on 30 before Jason was bowled for 25 after batting 
for an hour.  Steve Brne arrived and with Daryl 
pushed the score to 67 before Steve fell for 14 
trying to lift the scoring rate.  The “Doctor” arrived 
and put on 20 with Daryl until Brigham fell at 7/87 
from 28 overs. 

Courtney Lai was caught soon after bringing Dan 
Bomford to the crease.  Quick running with John 

Richards pushed the score to106 when Dan gave Rob Sturgeon his first wicket for or against the 
VCAUSA by skying the ball to Thompson.  John and Mattis van Eck teamed well to reach 124 in the 
39th over before Mattis became the third batsmen bowled in the innings.  With only four players 
reaching double figures it showed that the wicket was not going to get any easier to bat on and with 
our most potent bowling attack for some time we were confident of victory if we bowled accurately 
and fielded well. 

Standing, L R:  Allan Britton (Scorer), Chris Doyle, Mattis 
van Eck, Luke Edwards, Jason Leonard-Scott, Rob Sturgeon, 
Greg Azzopardi, Daryl Brigham (behind), Alan McCarthy 

Kneeling, L R:  John Richards, Dan Bomford, Jamie Wyatt, 
Paul Welbourn, Rod McKinnon, Steve Brne    

Jason Leonard-Scott drives his way to 25 
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After an excellent afternoon tea provided 
by Mount Waverley and Rob and Ruth 
Sturgeon, we took to the field with Alan 
McCarthy captaining and Jamie Wyatt 
taking the gloves.  Chris Doyle and Mattis 
Van Eck opened the bowling and their 
accuracy and pace were putting the 
batsmen under pressure.  Mattis got an 
edge from Oxley and Jamie Wyatt did the 
rest.  At 1/15 from 6 overs, Brne and 
Azzopardi came on.  Greg picked up a 
wicket in his first over when he bowled 
Thompson with the Vets now 2/19 from 8 
overs.  Rod McKinnon came on soon after 
and after 1.1 overs he took a throw from 
the outfield which kicked up and hit him in 

the chin drawing blood.  Rod left the field for treatment but returned soon after.  Godkin was batting 
steadily but needed support from the other end to push the score along.   

Daryl Brigham picked up a wicket in his first over having Anderson caught at first slip by the “Great 
Scott” at 3/39 from 15 overs.  When Godkin retired on 30 with the score at 53 we needed to tighten 
the screws and prevent scoring which would in turn create wickets.  When Mick Nolan bowled Logan 
for 11 the score had reached 4/69 from 24 overs and the game was in the balance with 56 runs 
needed from 96 balls for the Vets to win the game.  Tight bowling and good fielding would be required 
by us to secure the win. 

While we generally fielded very well, we did put down a couple of catches.  Rod McKinnon tumbled 
backwards striking his head on the ground trying to take a catch and left the field for the second time 
in the innings.  After being looked after by Courtney Lai and Paul Welbourn and a Vets player who 
was also a doctor, it was apparent that Rod was concussed and an ambulance and his family were 
notified.  After a few hours of observation at hospital, Rod was released into family care and after 
two days returned to work. 

At the 28 over mark the 5th wicket fell for 78 when Nolan had Perkin LBW for 18.  Mattis van Eck 
returned to the attack and in the 32nd over he picked up two wickets bowling Mattingly and then 
Green.  With the score on 7/85 and with 40 runs needed from 48 balls the match was titling towards 
the VCAUSA.  The bowling continued to be accurate and the equation became too difficult for the 
Vets with boundaries or even twos difficult to score.  The pair at the crease put on 28 runs but were 
unable to lift the scoring rate.  Luke Edwards bowled out the last over only allowing 4 singles to 
secure a win for the Vics by 11 runs.  

Batting plaudits went to Daryl Brigham (26), Jason Leonard-Scott (25) and John Richards (17 NO).  
The best bowling was by Mattis van Eck with 3/8 (6 overs), Mick Nolan 2/13 (6 overs) and Chris 
Doyle 0/10 (6 overs).  Jamie Wyatt was tidy behind the stumps given the inconsistent bounce.                                              

Mount Waverley again provided a sausage sizzle and the VCAUSA supplied the drinks while players 
and families enjoyed the MWCCV’s hospitality.  Many thanks are due to official photographer 
Damien Herft who took action shots from off (and on) the field and to organisers Tony Ventura, Rob 
Sturgeon and John Richards.  The VCAUSA selectors assessed a very strong bowling attack but 
we will need to strengthen our batting to take on SACUSA in Adelaide in April. 

Alan McCarthy  

 

Mattis van Eck in full flight – 6 ovs, 3 mdns, 3 wkts, 8 runs 
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Match Scorecard 

1st Innings – VCAUSA FOW Bowling O M W R  

Leonard-Scott, J b Anderson 25 49 Ponnurangam, L 6 1 1 14  
Azzopardi, G lbw b Mattingly 5 11 Mattingly, D 3 0 1 7 
Wyatt, J c Green b Monvenus 0 13 Venus, M 3 0 2 10  
Welbourn, P lbw b Monvenus 0 17 Halge, C 3 0 1 5 
Nolan, M b Halge 1 19 Manttichetty, P 5 0 0 21  
Brigham, D c Green b Kale 26 66 Anderson, R 4 0 1 17 
Brne, S c Godkin b Green 14 87 Green, D 4 1 2 8 
Lai, C c Thompson b Green  4  88 Kale 3 0 1 13 
Bomford, D c Thompson b Sturgeon 6 106 Vivek, R 3 0 0 11 
Richards, J not out 17  Perkin, M 3 1 0 4 
van Eck, M  b Logan 9 124 Sturgeon, R 2 0 1 9 
 Extras  (nb 5, w 7, b 4, lb 1)  17 
   Total   124 

1st Innings – MWCCV  FOW Bowling O M W R 

Oxley, A c Wyatt b van Eck 2 15 Doyle, C 6 1 0 10 
Godkin, S retired 30  van Eck, M 6 3 3 8 
Thompson, W b Azzopardi 1 19 Brne, S 4 1 0 6 
Anderson, R c Leonard-Scott b Brigham 7 29 Azzopardi, G 4 1 1 19 
Perkin, M lbw b Nolan 18 69 McKinnon, R 1.1 0 0 7 
Ponnurangam, L b Nolan 11 78 Brigham, D 3 1 1 6 
Manttichetty, P not out 17  Edwards, L 3.5 0 0 19 
Mattingly, D b van Eck 4 84 Lai, C 6 1 0 20 
Green, D b van Eck 0 85 Nolan, M 6  0 2 13 
Venus, M not out 11   
Kale, K  dnb            

Extras  (nb 1, w 2, b 3, lb 2)  8 
   Total   7/113  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

USE OF ‘DUKES’ BALL IN SHEFFIELD SHIELD LABELLED A FAILURE 

Victoria’s chief executive Shaun Graf says the introduction of English-made ‘Dukes' cricket balls to 
the Sheffield Shield this year has been a failure.  ‘Dukes’ were used for the second half of the 
season, the normal ‘Kookaburra’ brand featuring in the first half in October-November.  

Graf cannot be accused of whinging for Victoria won the Sheffield Shield final on Thursday.  But Graf 
said it was despite the ball, not because of it.  "I'm not a wrap.  It goes horribly soft,” said Graf.  
"We've had to replace at least two every game.  It's not up to it.”  He indicated the ‘Dukes' ball "might 
work on a grassy pitch, for a swing-based attack, like South Australia's.  But it did not work for 
Victoria's seamers, on their home-away-from-home in Alice Springs.  It does not reverse swing, 
for instance." 

Graf pointed out the ‘Dukes’ balls used were not actually the English classic, but a version made for 
the West Indies and adapted for Australia.  He acknowledged that it might tighten the technique of 
some young batsman, but that was all.  "This is an Australian final, in Australian conditions, over 
five days, and we're not using an Australian ball,” he said.  "It seems ridiculous.” 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2092-10595, 31st March, 2017) 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
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ONE OF THOSE RARELY INVOKED LAWS 

(Law 33, Handled the Ball, has been a method of dismissal since the original code was written in 1744.  While the 
wording of this particular Law has been modified at the time of overall revisions to the Laws, it is interesting to quote its 
original wording from 1744. 

If ye Striker touches or takes up ye Ball before she is lain quite still, unless asked by ye Bowler or Wicket 
Keeper, it’s out. 

By comparison, a quote from “The Laws of Cricket” 6th Edition (2015) reads: 

The striker is out Handled the ball if ……. in the act of playing a ball delivered by the bowler, he willfully 
strikes the ball with a hand not holding the bat.  This will apply whether No ball has been called or not and 
whether it is first strike or a second or subsequent strike. 

While our English language has changed a little since the 18th century and while there has been some cross-over more 
recently from “Handled the Ball” to “Obstructing the Field” in the application of the words “takes up”, the implication of 
this mode of dismissal remains the same.  Nevertheless, it is one of the least applied modes of dismissal, there having 
been only 10 such dismissals in the history of International Cricket (seven in Test Matches and three in ODIs) with 
perhaps the most well-known being that of Graham Gooch on 133 in an Ashes Test Match at Old Trafford on 3rd June, 
1993 and facing a delivery from Merv Hughes (pictured below).  Only two Australians have been dismissed in 
international matches by this mode, Andrew Hildich, in a Test Match against Pakistan at the WACA in March, 1979 and 
Steve Waugh, vs India in Chennai in March, 2001.  Hildich’s dismissal was a unique one in that he was the non-striker 
and under the current Laws would have been dismissed “Obstructing the Field.”  For the record, there have been three 
HTB dismissals in the history of Sheffield Shield cricket, these being the dismissal of South Australian, Ernie Jones 
during a match between South Australia and Victoria in Melbourne in February, 1895, that of Queenslander, Peter Burge, 
Queensland vs New South Wales in Sydney in January, 1959 and lastly, that of Tasmanian Robert Gartrell, Tasmania 
vs Victoria at the MCG in January, 1987, the umpire giving this last dismissal being Darrell Holt.  It is interesting to 
observe that Merv Hughes was playing in this match, taking five wickets in each Tasmanian innings. 

But more recently, such a dismissal occurred in a Premier Cricket Preliminary Final, as described below. 

 Ed.) 

3rd XI Preliminary Final, Ringwood vs Geelong 
(Sunday, 19th March) 

I'm enjoying an evenly balanced game with Chris Grant as my 
umpiring partner.  Geelong had declared their innings closed 
on the evening of the 1st day on 227, leaving Ringwood 89 
overs either to make 228 or to survive the overs without losing 
10 wickets, to go through to the Grand Final - they were the 
higher placed team on the Finals ladder.  

At Tea, Ringwood are 4/126, but there are 47 overs remaining 
for the day.  On resumption after Tea, Luke Guest is bowling 
to Jason Kilby - Captain of Ringwood - from the Northern end 
of Russell Lucas Oval.  Kilby has survived two dropped 
chances to this point, and could be described as developing a 
scratchy innings.  Guest's 4th ball is off a good length, beats 
Kilby's bat and strikes him in the groin area.  There's an appeal 
- I assume for LBW.  Kilby doubles forward as a result of the 
delivery striking him. 

As I am assessing the LBW appeal, I notice Kilby wave his 
right hand in front of himself, down low to the wicket, off the 
bat and in the general direction of the ball (from my line of 
vision).  I do not see a precise impact of hand on ball.  I 

One of the best remembered ‘Handled 
the Ball’ dismissals – Graham Gooch on 
133 in an Ashes Test Match at Old 
Trafford on 3rd June, 1993 – from a ball 
delivered by Merv Hughes, also in the 
picture.  (© Daily Mail and ‘Rexmailpix’) 
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adjudged him to be Not Out on the LBW appeal.  There is immediately a follow up appeal from 
Geelong players adjacent to the wicket for 'Handled the Ball'.  I call “Dead Ball” as I look at my 
colleague, Chris, and he signals me over to confer.  Chris advises me that the batsman did strike 
the ball with his right hand whilst it was on the pitch but still in motion, as it was ‘backspinning’ after 
it struck him.  Effectively, Kilby had changed the direction of the ball before it could be considered 
‘dead’.  Therefore we concluded that he had ‘Handled the Ball.’  I signaled and advised him 
accordingly.  

Kilby left the ground promptly and without remonstration.  There was no obvious adverse reaction 
from the predominantly Ringwood crowd.  Ringwood played out a further 26 overs subsequently, 
but only added a further 58 runs to be all out 184.  Geelong winning by 43 runs to ‘book a spot’ in 
the Grand Final after ending the Home and Away series in 7th place on the ladder.  

As a post-script to the game, I spoke with Jason Kilby afterwards.  He had no issue with his 
dismissal, even acknowledging that he found many ways to get himself out over the years, but never 
that way! 

Michael Nolan (with assistance from Chris Grant) 

(Post-script:  At “cricket.com.au/news” (7th March, 2017) one may read: 

Another change announced by the MCC is a reduction in the number of ways a batsman can be given out, 
with the official modes of dismissals “reduced from 10 to nine.”  ‘Handled the Ball’, when a batsman “willfully 
strikes the ball with a hand not holding the bat”, no longer stands alone as an official way of going out.  The 
act of handling the ball is still not permitted, but it will now be given out as ‘obstructing the field’ instead. 

So again, for the record, other than a further change to the Laws at some date in the future, Michael Nolan may well be 
the last umpire to have given a batsman out “Handled the Ball” in Victorian Premier Cricket. 

Ed.) 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

UMPIRES FINISH SEASON ON A “HIGH” 

The VCAUSA congratulates Premier cricket umpire Damian Herft who 
has elected to retire from cricket umpiring after a career spanning almost 

400 premier matches.  Damian's last 
Premier match was on Saturday, 4th March 
2017 between Prahran and Casey South 
Melbourne at Toorak Park, Prahran. 

Damian joined the Cricket Victoria panel in 
1999-2000 and his tally includes 234 
Premier 1st XI games.  Damian will not be 
lost to Cricket Victoria though, he will 
continue to assist in an off-field role helping 
the coaching and development of up-and-
coming umpires in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
grades. 

Damian is photographed at Toorak Park 
with fellow umpire Ron Birch who was 
officiating in his 100th Premier 1st XI match. 

The last round of the season qualifying 
matches also featured umpire Eric Kelly who officiated in his 450th 
Premier match.  Eric is photographed with fellow umpire and good 
friend, Darrell Holt. 

Gerry Schembri 

Damian Herft (left) with 
fellow 1st XI umpire, Ron 
Birch at Toorak Park, 4th 
March, 2017.  (Picture 
courtesy of Richard 
Patterson) 

Eric Kelly, with 2nd XI 
umpiring colleague, Darrell 
Holt, about to take the field at 
Bill Lawry Oval, for Northcote 
vs Greenvale Kangaroos.  
(Photograph courtesy 
Richard Patterson) 
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ADELAIDE U19S 2016 – A TALE OF QUOITS AND THREE WHITE 

STRIPES 

In early December last year Steve Brne, Dale Ireland, 
David Shepard and myself journeyed to Adelaide for the 
National Under-19 Carnival.  We arrived on a Sunday 
afternoon and departed 13 days later after officiating in 
eight 50-over matches – the reoccurring schedule being 
to umpire in two games followed by a rest day.  The 
carnival brought 10 State Panel umpires together from 
around the country – four Victorians, two from WA, two 
from Q’ld, one from Tassie and one from NSW.  We 
stayed inner city and were paired up with an umpire from 
another state.  I roomed with James Hewitt from WA – 
a UK expat who arrived in Australia in 2008, joined the 
police force and now runs a childcare sports business.  
Over the course of the carnival I was paired up with a 
different umpire in each game – only missing out on 
umpiring with David Taylor from Q’ld, who went on to 
umpire the final with David Close from Tasmania. 

A typical game day: 

 wake between 5:50 am and 7:00 am (5:50 am if you wanted to join the fitness fanatics on a brisk 
walk along the River Torrens.  I think I only managed two or three of these before common sense 
kicked in.) 

 depart Hotel between 8:15 am and 8:30 am depending on where the ground was located 

 arrive at the ground around 8:45 am  

 game commenced at 10:00 am  

 finish time between 3:00 pm and 5:30 pm 

 post-match debrief with match referee before leaving the ground 

 arrive at the Hotel between 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm 

 dinner at 7:30 pm  

Each day we had a Cricket Australia (CA) umpire-high-performance official assessing our 
performance.  Each game was filmed, with a camera perched above the sightscreen at one end 
being broken down ball-by-ball by a CA analyst.  Prior to each match we were required to send our 
CA assessor our match goals.  After each match we were encouraged to complete a self-
assessment, review footage (either by way of video downloaded on to a UBS drive by the CA analyst 
on the day or later online, when the footage was uploaded via the Athlete Management System) 
and reassess goals for the following day.  We were very fortunate to have access to an experienced 
team of CA assessors, many of whom have umpired at the highest level.  My assessors, in order of 
matches, were as follows: 

 Simon Taufel 

 Bob Parry 

 Steve Davis 

 Bob Stratford 

 David Talalla (x2) 

National U19 Carnival umpires, at the Adelaide 

Oval, December, 2016. (LR): David Taylor 
(G/F ump), Darren Close (G/F ump), David 
Shepard, Trent Steenholdt, Troy Penmann, 
Dale Ireland, Ian Hewitt, Daryl Brigham, Steve 
Brne, Murray Branch. (Picture courtesy of Bob 
Parry)  
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 Ian Lock 

 Daryl Harper 

Each assessor brought something different to the table that I was able to take away from each of 
them to improve my game. 

For my first match, NT vs ACT/NSW Country, I was paired with Steve Brne and assessed by Simon 
Taufel.  So, comforting on the one hand to be officiating with a fellow Victorian whom I had stood 
with numerous times previously, but a little nerve-racking on the other to be being watched by a man 
who was ICC umpire of the year numerous times!  The game went smoothly enough and I was 
pleased the game finished early after ACT/NSW chased down the target in the 33rd over.  However, 
my hopes that Steve and I would easily beat the other umps 
back to base were dashed when Simon suggested that we have 
the de-brief while walking around the adjoining oval were the 
CA XI were playing NSW Metro.  I reckon we did six or seven 
laps of the ground as Simon went through his assessment with 
each of us.  It was very thorough, considered and generally 
positive, covering elements of technique like positioning at 
square-leg and the timing of the calling and signaling of wides.  
You certainly were left with the impression that Simon had been 
studying us both intently throughout the course of the match.  
He even noted that the three white stripes, synonymous with the 
Adidas brand that could be seen on the back of my black pants 
from the boundary line, were not a good look.  I assured Simon 
I wasn’t sponsored and hadn’t realised the prominence of the stripes when I brought two pairs of 
the golf pants on a recent trip to Hawaii.  A good reminder that the little things do count once you 
are fortunate enough to be asked to umpire at this level.  You’ll be happy to note that on my arrival 
back home I took to the white stripes on the pants with a permanent black marker!  

The Facilities 

The quality of the pitches was first class.  In general, the outfields were in excellent order.  The 
umpire facilities and general pavilions were average at best.  It was a good reminder of the excellent 
facilities we typically have in Melbourne.  It suggested to me that a lack of funding capital 
improvements might be an issue in Adelaide.  I was pleased to hear that a large-scale 
redevelopment of the Park Oval complex near the heart of Adelaide had received the necessary 
approvals to go ahead, although there was some scepticism amongst the locals that they’d heard it 
all before.  I was told that once redeveloped, the Park Oval complex will have the necessary 
attributes to host state competitions like Sheffield Shield, WBBL and WNCL.     

Players to Watch 

One of the great benefits of umpiring a tournament like this is the opportunity it provides to see up-
close the emerging talent in cricket, test themselves against their peers.  It will be very interesting 
to see which lads progress to higher honours from this crop.  We have already seen some of the 
participants play for their State Shield team, so it is likely that at least one or two will go on to 
represent our country.  Here are a few of the players who stood out to me: 

Will Pucovski 

A name that will be familiar to some of you on the CV Panel.  Will has risen quickly through the ranks 
since playing pathway cricket.  He led Vic Metro extremely well and was a pleasure to umpire.  Will 
has a classic technique that was well suited to the benign Adelaide wickets.  He also has a terrific 
temperament while batting, never seeming flustered or pressured into taking risks.  For most of the 
innings in which I officiated, he played normal cricket strokes although on one occasion he showed 

The author in action during the 
Carnival.  (Picture courtesy of Bob 
Parry) 
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he had the all-round game by taking to a medium-pacer in a game against NT – trusting his eye to 
hit across the line and use the crease to great effect.  I think he took twenty-odd from the over and 
had the bowler swiftly removed from the attack.  Will was named Player of the Carnival, after scoring 
four centuries in 650 runs at an average of 162.5.  He broke the U19 record for aggregate runs set 
by Q’ld’s Jerry Cassell at the 1993-94 tournament.  

Since returning home Will has made his debut for the Victorian State side and performed well before 
being sidelined with a concussion injury.   

Cameron Green 

Cameron is a tall, gangly West Australian who proved to be 
one of the quickest bowlers at the carnival.  Only 17 years old, 
Cameron has made a rapid rise through the ranks after his 
performances in Adelaide.  He managed to have a big role in 
securing the final for WA by taking 4-30 and making 51 not out 
from 23 balls in the run chase to get the prize for his State.  
Cameron has since played at Shield level for WA and became 
the youngest player to snare five wickets in an innings in his 
debut game.  

Mitchell Perry 

Mitchell was 16 years old when he played for Vic Metro at the 
carnival.  Mitchell is a tall, fast bowler with the ability to generate good bounce off the pitch.  Mitchell 
plays at Monash Tigers in Premier Cricket where I believe he started at 16-17 in the 3rds.  He quickly 
made his way through the ranks and took a 5-fa in the 1st XI.  Mitchell reminds me of Josh Hazelwood 
in that he has an uncomplicated action and consistently hits a good length.  Let’s hope he can 
progress on a similar path to Josh!   

Ryan Hackney 

I’ve umpired Ryan at two carnivals, the under 17s in the 2015-16 season and this U19 carnival.  In 
both carnivals Ryan has been a stand-out opening bat.  In the U17s Ryan topped the averages and 
set carnival records.  At the U19s Ryan would have broken the batting aggregate record but for the 
presence of Will Pucovski.  Ryan is a sensible left-hand batsman who plays the ball into gaps and 
is always looking to rotate the strike.  He scored multiple hundreds and was a key contributor in 
getting NSW Metro into the final four.  In the semi-final he scored 110 from 136 balls in defeat and 
in the 3rd place play-off, he scored 108 from 124 balls in helping his side secure 3rd place.  He is a 
player of sound temperament and technique, who rises to responsibility and the occasion.  

Lloyd Pope 

Lloyd who turned 17 just before the carnival, played for the CA invitation XI.  He is a distinctive 
leggie who bowls a ‘wrong-un’ that seemed to deceive most batsmen.  I say distinctive because 
Lloyd has a tangled mop of bright orange hair that will no doubt catch the eye of marketers around 
the country.  He was the leading wicket taker at the event, claiming 21 wickets at an average of 
16.33.  Lloyd has been selected to play for the Australian U19 team in an upcoming series against 
Sri Lanka in Tasmania. 

Rest-days 

While we had a busy schedule on-field, we did have opportunities to enjoy Adelaide and its 
surrounds.  Our first rest day involved a full-day, training session at the Adelaide oval.  You couldn’t 
ask for a better back-drop in which to talk about umpiring technique.  A big part of the day was taken 
up going through 3rd umpire procedures and processes, including role-plays using real footage – 
important for all of us given the upcoming BBL/WBBL schedule that may involve any of us jumping 

The author scrutinizes a bowler during 
the National U19 Carnival. (Picture 
courtesy of Bob Parry) 
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into the 3rd umpire chair in the event of an on-field umpire being injured.  We also went through the 
4th umpire BBL responsibilities and discussed the finer points of technique with Bob Parry.    

On our next day we were again required at Adelaide Oval – this time only for the morning and only 
to discuss reporting procedures at CA level.  Luckily, this trip coincided with an SA vs NSW Shield 
game.  The standing umps Greg Davidson and John Ward had a chat to us all out on the ground 
before the start of play.  Many of us made it into the match referee’s box later in the day, to witness 
a very tight finish with the pink ball, under lights – with SA getting home with one or two wickets to 
spare. 

A few of us ventured out to Glenelg beach on one afternoon, which was a nice way to relax the 
muscles.  We also enjoyed a beer and a meal at a pub overlooking the beach.  It’s times like these 
that you get to know your fellow umpires really well, e.g., did you know, Dave Shepard lifts a leg 
when the score reaches 111 – a la his forefather of the same name, (you’ll have to keep an eye out 
for it on the box one day!) and Dale Ireland was fond of sticking Sam Fox page 3 pic’s all over his 
bedroom walls as a young, virile youth in England in his younger days!   

On our full rest day a couple of car loads ventured off to the Barossa Valley, to sample some of the 
local wines and soak in some sunshine.  Our first spot proved to be the best (or the one I can 
remember most vividly anyway!)  We took up residence at the Murray Street Winery, an address 
that took the eye of one of our drivers, Murray Branch from Q’ld.  Not sure why!  We were taken 
through a tasting menu by a lovely young sommelier with a chirpy personality and name I can’t 
remember.  She was a wonderful ambassador for the Valley and introduced us to a local white called 
a Voigner that proved a smash hit. 

We spent a few hours at this venue and partook in a game of quoits that proved quite competitive 
(not unusual I guess for a bunch of ex-cricketers).  The highlight of the game was Dave Shepard 
lodging a quoit 20 feet up a birch tree in the courtyard, after we’d introduced a few challenges to the 
game to make it even more interesting.  After some laughter and embarrassment we managed to 
dislodge the quoit eventually, with the help of a broom! 

After touring a few more wineries in the area, a car load of us took a late detour to venture back to 
Murray Street for a cheese plate and more Vognier.  We then popped in to visit the local SA Premier 
competition and watched a tight, 50-over game conclude - a game that involved Jake Lehmann on 
the losing side.  Crockett Shield combatant Cain Kemp was one of the officiating umpires at that 
game.  We farewelled him with the warning that we’d be back in a few months to retain the trophy. 

It really was a great experience; testing and rewarding.  Sobering too for me – in an incident that 
shows how dangerous cricket can be.  My final match involved Vic Metro vs NT in a one-sided and 
‘dead’ rubber.  The game was almost at its conclusion with Vic Metro needing just a few runs to win.  
My mind was predictably wandering toward the presentation function and returning home when I 
was jolted into action as Damon Egan was struck in the back of head after taking a quick single.  He 
was immediately concussed and clearly in a bad way.  Luckily we had match day medical assistance 
which we were able to call upon immediately and ensure Damon received the best care.  An 
ambulance was called and Damon, unfortunately, was too unwell to attend the presentation function.  
The incident just proved to me how unpredictable the game can be and how, as officiating umpires, 
we need to be ready to intervene and offer assistance at all times from the call of play to the pulling 
up of the stumps. 

Daryl Brigham 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 

My Story – Michael Clarke (Pan Macmillan, Sydney, 2016) ISBN 978 1 74354 0  

Left hand dominant, Michael Clarke changed from left to right hander at age six because he wanted 
to bat like his father.  Other players who switched their stance so their dominant hand was on top 
were Adam Gilchrist, Mike Hussey, David Warner and Brian Lara.  Clarke, batting in his front yard 
had to defend 50 balls before attacking as his dad tired of chasing balls everywhere.  Soon it became 
100 balls before “belting it.”  Clarke played Under 10’s when he was 7, made the school team in 
Grade 4 and the High School 1st XI in Year 7.   

Clarke’s father changed jobs from fitter and turner to managing, and later owning, an indoor cricket 
centre in Sydney’s western suburbs.  Neil D’Costa, a local grade cricketer asked to use the centre 
to coach juniors and Clarke senior negotiated a ‘no cost if you coach my son too’ arrangement.  
Clarke played representative Under 16 cricket for Western Suburbs at 13 and the day he debuted 
as a 14-year-old for Wests 5th XI he wrote down his goals – “Play first grade by 16, NSW by 18 and 
Australia by 20”.  In West’s 1st XI at 16 his role was to hold up an end while the other bats scored 
the runs.  At 17, Clarke played a representative game in Adelaide where Rod Marsh and Wayne 
Phillips saw him bat over two days.  He was invited to the Cricket Academy for two weeks and given 
a scholarship place the next year. 

After touring England with Australia’s Under 19’s, Clarke scored three centuries for NSW 2nd XI 
leading to his debut for NSW against India.  In early 2003 Clarke arrived as a spare batsman for the 
World Cup winning Australian team that was due to play a Test series against the West Indies, 
replacing the injured Damien Martyn.  Getting into a taxi at the airport Clarke was joined by Brian 
Lara who thought he was a journalist. Clarke had grown up with a picture of Lara on his bedroom 
wall.  They became firm friends from then on. 

After playing in the One Day team, Clarke made his Test debut in the First Test against India in 
October, 2004 at Bangalore.  He described the atmosphere as, “…the noise is full bore all the time… 
screaming and whistling non-stop.”  After a nervous start he batted fearlessly, watching the ball, 
using his feet and driving over the heads of the infielders.  Despite a scare on 92 when Umpire Billy 
Bowden gave him the benefit of the doubt when Anil Kumble hit him on the pads, Clarke continued 
on to 151 and put Australia in a strong position and they went on to win the series, the first time in 
India since 1969-70.  On return to Australia Clarke followed up with 141 in the First Test against 
New Zealand at the Gabba.  

By his own admission Clarke became distracted with promotions, contracts, photo shoots and a 
relationship with model Lara Bingle.  Within 12 months he was dropped from the Test team.  
Between 2007 and 2011 his family suffered a series of serious health issues and his relationship 
problems were front page news.  In 2011 he was made captain.  Clarke’s leadership by example 
was never better demonstrated than when he gave the eulogy at his friend Phillip Hughes’ funeral 
in December, 2014.                                        

Alan McCarthy 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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FOURTH-STRAIGHT CA ‘UMPIRE OF THE YEAR’ AWARD FOR 

FRY 

South Australian Simon Fry has been named as the winner of Cricket Australia's (CA) ‘Umpire 
Award’ for the fourth year in a row.  Fry, 50, and a twelve-season member of CA's National Umpires 
Panel, who also holds an on-field position on the International Cricket Council's (ICC) second-tier 
International Umpires Panel (IUP), made his Test debut in late 2015, and over a two-month period 
late last year, stood in a further four, appointments that put him further into contention for potential 
elevation to the ICC’s Elite Umpires Panel (EUP), its highest umpiring group. 

In the 12 months covered by the award, Fry worked in nine first-class matches, five of them Tests 
in Zimbabwe, New Zealand and India, one being as third umpire, plus another on-field in what was 
his seventh Sheffield Shield final in eight years.  In January, he passed the 100 List-A-match mark, 
chalking up a total of eight on-field in the award period, six in One Day Internationals (ODIs), 
including three as a neutral in England in an ODI series against Pakistan, plus four in the television 
spot, three of those in ODIs.  There were also eight Twenty20s, five on-field and three as the 
television official, two of those being T20 Internationals, one on-field and another in the television 
suite. 

The award, which CA has indicated is selected by its chairman, David Peever, and chief executive, 
James Sutherland, but obviously on advice from its Match Officials’ Unit, is based on consideration 
of the following criteria:  “On field performance; Demonstration of a high level of professionalism 
both on and off field throughout the year; Significant development and improvement in performance 
on-field; Significant achievement in umpiring throughout the year; Contribution to the Australian 
umpiring community through off-field activities; Contribution to the Australian cricket community in 
general; and Sets an example of what it is to be a cricket umpire to the rest of the cricket and 
umpiring community.” 

Those who work with him in the game describe Fry as “precise and dedicated” to the art of umpiring, 
both on and off the field of play, and say that he is well respected by his peers.  With this years’ 
award, he becomes the first person in its 14-year history to win it four times.  Now ICC EUP member, 
Bruce Oxenford, and former EUP member, Simon Taufel, have each won three times, and two other 
former EUP members, Steve Davis and Daryl Harper, current EUP member, Paul Reiffel, and former 
IUP member, Peter Parker, all once. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2092-10593, 31st March, 2017) 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

BATSMAN RUN OUT DESPITE BEING INSIDE CREASE LINE 

West Indian batsman, Evin Lewis, was run-out in his side's Twenty20 International (T20I) against 
Pakistan in Trinidad on Thursday, despite his whole body being well past the crease.  (Picture on 
next page.)  Lewis was trying to make his ground during a quick single when he and Pakistan fielder, 
Shadab Khan, collided accidentally, the West Indian dropping his bat short of the crease before 
leaping to avoid the collision.  

While his bat landed within the crease it was not in Lewis’ hand and he never got any part of his 
body grounded behind the white line.  He was still in the air when the ball broke the stumps, resulting 



 

Volume 23 Number 7 2016-2017 Page 23 
 

in him being given out by third umpire, Gregory Braithwaite, 
on review.  Whether, in the light of the collision, on-field 
umpire Joel Wilson asked fielding captain Safraz Ahmed if he 
wished to withdraw his side’s appeal, is not known.  

When the new Code of the Laws comes into effect in October, 
batsmen will be protected from ‘bouncing bat’ run out 
incidents. Under it, the bat, when held by the hand, or another 
part of the batsman’s person is grounded beyond the popping 
crease and this contact with the ground is subsequently lost 
when the wicket is put down, the batsman will be protected 
from being run out if they are running or diving and has 
continued forward momentum towards the stumps and 
beyond.   

Thursday’s circumstances suggest that had that new version of the Law applied in Lewis’ T20I, he 
would still have been given out. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2092-10594, 31st March, 2017) 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

RECENT SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES 

1250 matches:  Mike Walsh (25th February) 

600 matches:  Shaun Rogers (12th November) 

550 matches:  Shane Herbert (25th February) 

500 matches:  Jim Hamilton (4th December) 

450 matches:  Eric Kelly (25th February); Lindsay Howard (25th February) 

350 matches:  Glenn Cumming (10th December); Dennis Garde (7th January) 

250 matches:  Glen Davey (25th February); Gary Schickerling (11th March); Laurie Stevens 

(28th January) 

200 matches:  Ken Hobbs (15th January) 

100 matches:  Dinesh Gooneratne (25th February); Adam Hawking (11th February); Michael 

Robinson (25th February); Steff Shaw (25th February) 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2016-17, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 

Friday, 14 – Monday, 17 
April, 2017  

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event in Adelaide 

Including Crockett Shield Match, 
Saturday, 15 April, 2017 

Friday, 19 May, 7:00 pm VCAUSA Presentation 
Night 

Venuto Club, Bulleen (See back 
page advertisement) 

Wednesday, 21 June, 7.30 
pm 

Theatre Night “My Fair 
Lady” 

 

West Indian batsman, Evin Lewis, is run 
out in an International T20. 
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VCAUSA ANNUAL DINNER & PRESENTATION NIGHT 

 

Veneto Club 
191 Bulleen Road, Bulleen 3105 

Friday 19th May 2017 commencing at 7:00 pm (for 7:30pm) 
There is plenty of on-site complimentary parking 

 
Guest Speaker is current Cricket Victoria Board Member – Tim Considine 

 
Our meal this year will again be a 3 course buffet style  

Followed by tea and/or coffee 
Beer, wine and soft drinks included in the price 

 
VCAUSA Members and partners $40 per person 

Non-members and partners $50 per person 
(These prices are subsidised by approximately $30 per head by the VCAUSA) 

 
During the evening, the awards for Season 2016-2017 will be presented.  These include the Umpire 
of the Year for each Premier Men’s Grade, The Scorer of the Year, the Robin Bailhache Commitment 
Award, and any uncollected “Milestone” Certificates. 
 
Booking on or before Thursday 11th May 2017 
Phone or email Gerry Schembri, or complete the form below and return it to Gerry Schembri,  
PO Box 1284, Mountain Gate VIC 3156. 
 
Payment Options 
Following your booking and prior to Thursday 11th May 2017 
Direct payment to the VCAUSA Account.  
Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000 Account 156 125 593 
Or 
Attach a cheque payable to VCAUSA with your booking form to Gerry Schembri 
 
Please direct any enquiries to the VCAUSA Social Organiser, Gerry Schembri 
Telephone: 03 9801 8708 (home) 0409 817 719 (mobile)  
Email: gerry.schembri@gmail.com 
 
We look forward to seeing you on Friday 19th May 2017 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
Name: ………………………………………  Best Contact No ………………………………….. 
 
Names of Accompanying Person ………………………………………………………………… 
 
Special Dietary Requirements ……………………………………………………………………. 

 

mailto:gerry.schembri@gmail.com

